CHATTOOGA COUNTY
BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS

Chattooga County
Board of Tax Assessors
Meeting of October 20, 2010

Attending:
Hugh T. Bohanon (Chairman)
William Barker
David Calhoun
Richard Richter
1. Meeting called to order 9:00 am.
a. Leonard Barrett, Chief Appraiser ent
b. Wanda A. Brown - secretary
IT. Old Business:
A. BOA Minutes: Meeting Minutes Oc eting Minutes October 6, 2010
(Mount Vernon attachment) — Board res nd signed.
B. T12 PP:IF 61: Mount Vernon Mills 10/7/201 ;tion: Board approved correction;
Board approved and signed
C. BOA/Employee: Board nien
D. Employee Course 1A ssa Grant and Gwyn
Crabtree completed th ved ledged
E. Assessors Office Budget: i ) i drevisions. Board requesting
updates from Commissioner
urse: Wanda emailed Kim Oliver requesting Education
oth newly appointed Board members and all other
ded the email to Goldine Shaw. No response
members that are due to enroll for re-
Zalhoun (he has a year before required) also Mr
are due to enroll.
eals: BOE can no longer set a value; they must choose
n or Assessor’s value. Board reviewed and discussed.
structed a December appointment to be made.
ad Bierkamp’s review still in process. Anissa Grant’s
II1. Proc

Suggesting Mr. Norton file turn and consider filing agricultural covenant. GA Code law 48-5-306
prevents the Board from accepting late appeals.
Board agrees with suggestion, The Board instructed Wanda to mail letter with copy of GA law and
suggestions to file return and or covenant.

RE: BOA Decision on 2010 appeal

Mr. Norton,

The Board of Assessors has reviewed your appeal application and understands your concerns to be as follows:
1) Medical illness preventing you from filing timely appeal
2) Over half of the property in question is considered to be in the flood plain
3) The property is valued higher than it may actually sell for

6-A: Norton, Scott: 2010 tax year: requesting late appeal be accepted to reflect on 2010 tax



The Board of Assessors has determined that you may want to file a property return for 2011 and or an agricultural
covenant for 2011, Georgia law O.C.G.A. 48-5-306 prevents the Board from accepting late appeals. A property
return application for 2011 is enclosed along with a copy of the GA law pertaining to late appeals. A property return
or agricultural covenant application may be filed between January 1, 2011 and April 1, 2011. If you have questions
or concerns you may contact our office at 706-857-0737, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Board approved sending letter,

B. 38A-22A: Wesson, Gerald Waymon: 2010 tax billing:
Recommendation: The property value did not change, no return filed, no notice of value change
sent. Therefore, there is no valid basis for an appeal. Send letter informing owner not a valid
appeal and recommend filing a return for tax year 2011. Board accepted recommendation.

C. 38A-7: Wesson , Gerald Waymon: 2010 tax billing:
Contentlon Did not receive value reduction on house for tax year 2010. Property is not worth
current value even though it was lowered and set by the BOE /Due to not receiving a notice of
value, owner request BOA consider this application a timely appeal.
Recommendation: The property value did not change, no returh filed, no notice of value change
sent. Therefore, there is no valid bases for appeal. Send letter nforming owner not a valid appeal
and recommend filing a return for tax year 2011, ed
Letter prepared for Mr. Wesson on parcels 384
Letter as follows for Board’s review:

RE: BOA Decision 2010 Tax Billing

Mr. Wesson,

The Board of Assessors hasiev V icati ds your concerns to
be as foHows

t they must follow the GA law O.C.G.A. 48-5-306
perties 38A-22A and 38A-7 were denied acceptance

: festions or concerns on this matter, you may contact our office at 706-857-
0737, Moﬁéa ay, 8:30 a.m.~5:00 p.m.
D. 27-41: Johnson, Donald: Conservation Covenant:
1. Notification to property owner of BOA decision denying application
2. Letter as follows for Board to review:
RE: BOA Decision — Conservation Covenant

Mr, Johnson,

The Board of Assessors has reviewed your application and understands your concerns to be as follows:

1) Ilness preventing timely submission of covenant application

2) Your request to submit another application for next year in the event that it’s too late for 2010.
The Board of Assessors determined that they must follow the GA law O.C.G.A. 48-5-7.7 pertaining to due dates of
accepting Conservation Covenant applications. The application was submitted after the deadline for property 27-41



and therefore it does not fall within the guidelines of acceptance. A copy of the GA law is included along with a
copy of the application with the Board’s decision. If you have further questions or concerns, you may contact our
office at 706-857-0737; Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Board reviewed and approved sending letter
Unknown Properties: On Hold
IV.  Updates - Attorney:
A. Ballard, Nikki: Research hours, copying and organizing of all files and records pertaining to
Nikki Ballard forwarded to Attorney Chris Corbin — Response from Mr. Corbin that he received
the documents October 18, 2010, Email forwarded to BOA.
a. Board suggests looking in employee files for copies of interview notes.
ATTORNEY CHRIS CORBIN TO PRESENT NEW UPDATES ON FOLLOWING APPEALS.
S38-39 HURLEY, SUZANNE:
50-88 HURLEY, SUZANNE:
84-7: ROBERSON, JACK:
S-22-36 SHAFER, THOMAS R
5-5-TR6 SHAFER, THOMAS R:
7A5-22 SHAFER, THOMS R:
22-27 SKYLANDS AT
33-4 SKYLANDS ATAL
2-30-A TURTLE TIN
10. 1-1 TURTLE TIME INC:
Board instructions are to check to see if Hurl
Shafer, Thomas R.: property informatio "
Contention: owner filed a late appeal. A
Attorney contending late appeals have'bee
Findings: Board acknowledged Mr. Palmour’
meeting if there are “any problems” in records.
containing purchase price

ALL
HIGHLIGHTED
ARE SHAFER
PROPERTIES

WA RN

ting of 10/13/2010. Question raised during
compiled and e-mailed to Board members
. Total sum of all tax values for current year is

532010 Appeal Updates Requested by BOA.
9D-84 and 49A-39D: Chickvary, Mike Inc.: Filing late appeal
! State lowered value of residential properties and not commercial,
tends his property is appraised for double what he paid to build.
ination: Assessment notice mailed to same address as tax bill. GA law
0.C.G.A. 48-5-306 does not permit filing appeal over 45 days after assessment
notice.
c. Suggestions: Send letter to Mr. Chickvary with explanation of GA law on filing
late appeals and suggests filing property return for 2011.
Motion to deny late appeal based on GA law O.C.G.A. 48-5-306 and to send letter of
notification
1. Motion: Mr. Barker
2. Second: Mr. Richter
3. Vote: all in favor
B. S42-58: Geisler Kenneth W: 2010 tax year: Filing late appeal Contention: Property
owner contends he didn’t receive an assessment notice — his complaint is the house being
completely run down and not worth assessed value



a. Determination: A copy of the assessment mailed to same address as tax bill is
attached to appeal file. The GA law prevents BOA acceptance of late appeals.
Property owner was given a copy of this along with a copy of the GA law
0.C.G.A. 48-5-306 pertaining to timely filing of an appeal.

b. Suggestions: Mr, Geisler filled out property return for 2011 as suggested.
Explanation of denial to be detailed in a letter, although it was discussed with Mr.
Geisler at time of his filing,

Motion to deny late appeal based on GA law O.C.G.A. 48-5-306 and to send letter of
notification
1. Motion: Mr. Barker
2. Second: Mr. Richter
3. Vote: all in favor
Billing Errors:
C. 58-34-A: Brownlow Gordon: 2010 tax year:
a. Contention: Owner contest the 2010 tax
b. Findings/Determination: He purchased the prog

acres October, 2000 and this offigs
Therefore the acreage has been
is the owner’s contention to
attached.

c. Recommendation:
this correction.

D. 55-52-L
billing and map for tax year 2010,

n to correct tax billing and map for tax year 2010.

3. Votesall it ;
81-17: Collins, Eva: 2010 tax billing:
Contentioh: owner came into office and indicated the reduction in house value for tax

whers’ property value was set by the BOE for tax year 2009. The value of
as set at $148,000, If the house had received the value reduction for tax

010 as other houses, the value would be reduced to $140,748 for tax year 2010.
The value reduction did not get credited because the house value was “sound valued”
(locked in the building screen) in the computer.

c Recommendation: Other house value set by BOE action has been reduced if the BOE
set a value higher than the original value reduced by BOA action for tax year 2010,
Therefore, it is recommended the owners request be honored and the 2010 house tax
value be adjusted.

Motion to accept recommendation to adjust 2010 value.

1. Motion: Mr., Barker
2. Second: Mr, Richter
3. Vote: all in favor

F. L03-82 & 83: Brown, Robert J.:



a, Contention: owner filed for local exemptions and requested adjoining parcels be
combined for tax year 2010, Local exemption credited to account but parcels were
not combined so full credit was not given to property as a single tract.

b. Findings: Parcels do adjoin. Request to combine was filed with exemption
application. Parcels were not combined as requested. Therefore, full credit for
exemption was not given on tax bill.

c. Recommendation: Combine parcels as requested and combine tax billings for tax
year 2010 to allow full credit for exemption.

Motion to make error correction and combine parcels and tax billings for year 2010
and allow full credit for exemption

1. Motion: Mr. Barker

2. Second: M. Richter

3. Vote: all in favor

VIL Conservation Covenants:
A 2-33-T02: Tate, Johnny Mack: Re-file Conservatiox
a. Contention: Owner filed application July 13, 2
covenant

b. Determination: Original a
excel spreadsheet and deposit

copy.
c. Suggestion: Send
letter of explanatio;

Covenant
09 and didn’t get credit for

of of payment recorded in
yment information application

application. The ongmal apphcatlo
apologlze for any mconyemence thls

se. You w111 be credited accordmgly A new
r your signature and notary. The application may
fice hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:00

bins for multiple years a

t tax year 2009.

Findings: (1). Value for the grain bins was included in the tax value. Grain bins are agricultural equipment that is
exempt property. (2). Board adjusted house value for tax year 2009 based on appeal and appraiser’s
recommendation that it did not have a finished attic. (3).Also, 7.32 acres (map 9-56B) was added to this account in
error for tax year 2010, Owner had requested map 9-56B be combined with map 17-25.

Recommendation: refund for taxation on grain bins for years allowed under Georgia Law (48-5-380) (3 years).
Refund for valuation of house in error for tax year 2009. Correct 2010 tax billing deducting the grain bins,
correcting house value error and deducting 7.32 acres combined in error.

Motion to accept recommendation

Motion: Mr. Calhoun

Second: Mr. Richter

Vote: all in favor



XI.

B. 17-25: Hall, Lynn & Elizabeth:
Contention: parcel has been taxed as 111 acres for years 2006 through 2009. Portions have been deeded off.

Findings: surrounding parcel deeds were checked, parcel was re-measured. Parcel measured 106.55 acres.
It has been taxed as 111 acres.

Recommendation: refund for acres being taxed in error.
Motion to accept recommendation to refund for acres error
Motion: Mr. Barker
Second: Mr. Richter
Vote: all in favor

C. 9-56B: Hall, James Lynn & Carol H. Hall: req
Contention: owner filled an appeal on this property requesting it
requested conservation covenant.

Recommendation: acquire replacement covenag i ve application, refund for
tax year 2009 and correct 2010 tax billing

Motion: Mr, Barker
Second: Mr. Richter
Vote: all in favor

Invoices:

' 0’ 413 before corre; ing the land class and $560,050 after the correction. The covenant

efore the cozf ction and $88,225 after the correction.

estimate w
value was $1-

Recommendation: approve eorrection of land class and covenant land classes and applicable values for tax
year 2011 and correct tax billing for tax year 2010.
Motion to correct 2010 and refund tax years 2007, 2008 and 2009 as recommended

L. Motion: Mr. Barker

2 Second: M. Richter

3. Vote: all in favor

4 Leonard to send letter of response to property owner

B. 46-21: Henderson, J. C. & Kathy D.: 2010 appeal:
Contention: owner feels his house and land is valued too high. He wishes his appeal to go on to the Board
of Equalization. Owner also wishes to apply for conservation covenant on 45.68 acres.



Findings: Property value decreased from $365,380 in 2009 to $321,672 for tax year 2010. The portion of
the value that changed was the building value. It decreased from $224,788 to $181,080. This is due to the
reduction in house value for tax year 2010, The 2010 notice of value was incorrect in that the previous year
value on the notice was in fact the 2008 tax value. The value increased from 2008 to 2009 due to removal
of “value override”. The total value increased from 2008 to 2009 from $299,987 to $365,380. The portion
of the value that increased was the building value that increased from $159,395 to $224,788. The house
valued at $181,080 is in line with similar houses based on the comp study compiled by Anissa on
10/03/2010. I is valued at an overall value per square foot of $50.06 for 3617 square feet. This value per
square foot is lower than mid range of the study.

Recommendation: leave house value as notified for tax year 2010. Approve application for conservation
covenant for tax year 2010.
Note: Additional information for this item next week — No action will be taken at this time.

C. Mt. Vernon Mills Building Held Accounts — Kathy Brown, Tax Commissioner is requesting
invoices on the accounts of building’s held inventory by Mt. Vernon Mills
Motion to request only the invoices in conteption for dispute of value
1. Motion: Mr. Barker
2. Second: Mr. Richter
3. Vote: all in favor

XII. Meeting Adjourned 9:55 a.m.
1. Motion: Mr
2. Second:

3.

Hugh T. Bohanon Sr. Chairman
William M. Barker
David A. Calhoun
Gwyn Crabtree

Richard L. Richter




